They’ve Seen It All...And Speak 


They’ve seen it all for more than half a century. 


The Twelve Apostles standing guard at the back of the sanctuary in Wesley 
Chapel have been silent witnesses to the life of the West Virginia Wesleyan 
Community year after year. 


Andrew 


"Andrew carried the fish in his left hand and 
wears the St. Andrew's Cross on his bosom. 
| tried to work a symbol into each of the 
apostles, and his symbol is the cross. He 
was crucified on the X-shaped cross since 
he felt unworthy to die like his master. 
Andrew was the introducer of the apostles. 
It was he who brought forth the boy with 
his basket of fishes which Christ converted 
into food for five thousand." 


Students have come and gone. They have made beautiful music in Wesley 
Chapel, won many awards, and shown great enthusiasm for events like Spring 
Sing. They have been challenged by powerful speakers and celebrated the 
Christmas Season with Lessons and Carols. 


Bartholomew 


"His symbol is the knife. Bartholomew was 
skinned alive. | have depicted him pressing 
the knife to his body to represent this. | see 
his greatest attribute as that of spirit. For 
this reason, | have tried to give him a more 
spiritual face." 


Faculty have come and gone. They have marched in procession for countless 
convocations. They have given speeches and led prayers. 


James 


"James is the patron saint of Spain. His 
symbol is a little chapel. He was the first to 
build a chapel in Spain, and since he lived 
most of his life there, | gave him a certain 
amount of Spanish feeling in the face and in 
his robes." 


The Alma Mater and My Home Among the Hills have been sung with great 
gusto hundreds of times. The Orange Line Poem has been read as alumni have 
come back to celebrate their time at Wesleyan. The apostles have been listening. 


James the Less 


"James the Less was probably the most 
educated of the apostles. He studied law. 
His symbol is the scroll to represent the law 
and order for which he stands. He was also 
the first bishop of Jerusalem." 


And the Apostles have been there for all of it. 


John 


"John's symbol is the chalice with the 
serpent. Legend tells us that John's enemies 
tried once to poison him by putting a potion 
in a cup. When John was about to drink, he 
performed the sign of the cross over the 
chalice, and the poison escaped in the form 
of a snake." 


Carved from chestnut wood by Upshur County artist, Wolfgang Flor, these 
Silent Sentinels are full of meaning and personality. And yet, many have never 
noticed them or taken time to read the deep thoughts of Wolfgang Flor. 


Judas 


“This is Judas. His head is turned so that he 
will be the only one facing away from the 
rest. He is clutching his money bag to his 
heart. He is sorry and sad. He does not wear 
the expression of an evil man. In my 
opinion, he could not have hung himself if 
there was not some good in him. He could 
not bear what he had done." 


Wolfgang Flor was 38 years old when he was commissioned by West Virginia 
Wesleyan College to carve the apostles. 


Jude 


“This is St. Jude. His symbol is the boat. He 
is the one apostle who traveled most. He 
traveled to different countries preaching the 
gospel. In the design | tried to reflect the 
feeling of the sails and the wind in his 
robes.” 


A native of Silesia, who escaped from Nazi Germany during World War I, Flor 
settled in rural Upshur County with his family. When given this huge task, he 
studied several books about the apostles and also consulted with Dr. Sidney T. 
Davis (Class of 1936 and The Dean of the Chapel) to find out more about the 
personalities and histories of each of the twelve. The words included with these 
photos are those of Wolfgang Flor. 


Matthew 


“Matthew was the writer of the gospel. | 
have given to him the book to symbolize 
this and in his left hand, | gave him an 
empty moneybag representing his former 
profession as a tax collector.” 


Peter 


“This is Peter, the boss of them all. He probably 
has a more dominant face than any of the 
others. His symbol is a key. The key represents 
the key to heaven. In his left hand he holds a 
sword reminding all who look at him of the 
incident when he cut the soldier’s ear off, when 
the soldier dared to threaten Christ in the 
garden. | have tried to emphasize the heavenly 
might over the earthly might by having Peter 
point the key toward heaven and the sword 
downward.” 


Philip 


“Philip’s symbol is the cross. He worked 
with the cross all his life. Later when he was 
to be crucified, he requested that he be 
crucified upside down, because he did not 
feel worthy to die in the same position as 
Christ. Philip has the most peaceful face of 
all the apostles. To me, Philip is the ideal 
man of good.” 


“His symbol is the saw. Most think | have 
used the saw to symbolize the fact that he 
was a Carpenter, but this is not so. He was 
cut to pieces with a saw. Simon comes out 
of a background of the Jewish sect, the 
Zealots. Since he is the apostle who came 
from a different background | have given 
him a robe over his head to symbolize this.” 


Thomas 


“This is doubting Thomas. | picked the 
words from the scripture where it says, 
‘Show me the hand and | will believe.’ His 
face expresses the most doubt of all of 
them. He lifts an eyebrow. He points his 
finger to himself with a doubt saying, ‘Not 
me. | am not ready to believe everything.” 


Woflgang Flor died on December 2, 2017. But, his work lives on. Although he 
is a very well-known artist beyond West Virginia Wesleyan, his work has a very 
special place on our campus. He captured not only the apostles, but the very 
nature of what the college values. 


Toward the end of his life, a new piece was placed at the front of the sanctuary. 
It is the Family Tree. He told President Pamela Balch that it felt like closure for 
him to know that his work would go on living in Wesley Chapel. 


The Family Tree 


He explains it in this way. "The girl in the lower 
right corner has her palm turned outward 
symbolizing her pending departure from this 
family to start her own. Her younger brother in the 
lower left corner is clinging on to the family tree 
with both arms. The parents in the upper right 
corner are holding on to each other while also 
holding on to the family tree. In the upper left 
corner, grandfather's old hand symbolizes his 
struggle to hold on to the family as he slips away.” 


The Miser and Poverty 


The Flor Family has recently located two other pieces of 
Wolfgang's work — on loan to the college — on the other side 
of the front of Wesley Chapel. 


“On the left is the “Miser.” His hunched posture and turned 
head symbolize his greed and his indifference as he 
represents the 1% of the population of the world that has 
99% of the wealth, symbolized by the bag of coins. His out- 
turned hand indicates his feeling that the world should leave 
him alone. After all he is not going to accept it as his 
problem.” 


“The woman on the right is called “Poverty.” She represents the result of this 
imbalance of wealth. Her upturned face and folded hands portray her prayers for 
relief. She stands close to her daughter in an attempt to protect her from the 
injustices of the world. Of course, her under-nourished daughter represents all 
of the starving people in the world as she holds the empty place while we count 
her ribs.” 


Yes, Wolfgang Flor’s work is the essence of West Virginia Wesleyan College. 
Our United Methodist Heritage and our commitment to Social Justice are on 
display. 


Click on the link in the description to read more about Wolfgang Flor. 


